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{ The story of whale fishery and of 
our national share in the industry is 
an interesting, though painful one. The 
first allusion to the catching of the 
whale is related in the history of his 
reign by King Alfred the Great, who, 
after listening to the wondrous tales 
of whaling told by “Ohther, the Nor- 
way Man,” published for the benefit of 
his subjects, information to the effect 
that Ohther “coasted along the country 
of the Fins (Lapland) until he passed 
the North Cape, and penetrated the 
great White Sea—the sanfe which 
washes the icy barrier of the Arctic 
Pole—wherein he found great whales 
of 48 ‘and 50 elns in length, the same 
being so exceedingly numerous and , 
tame that Ohther, with the help of 
five men, could kill 60 of them in. two 
days.’ After that nothing is heard of 
ity until 1593, when some English ships 
made a voyage to Cape Breton for the 
Morse and whale fishery. The English 
continued from 1598, unrivaled with 
their first whale fishery in Greenland, 
until 1612, when the Dutch first re- 
sorted thither; whereupon the English, 
claiming that their king had the sole 
right of the fishing grounds, by virtue 
of the first discovery, seized the oil, 
fishing tackle, etc., of the Dutch and 
obliged them to return home. In 1617 
the quarrels between Engiish and} 
Dutch ran very high, but when the 
whales, frightened out of their homes | 
in the bays, took up their residence 
among the ice floes farther from land, 
the former became discouraged by the 
danger, and the whale fishery de- 
clined until the time of Charles ITI. 

In 1740 England made a determined 
effort to establish the business in her 
colonies. She placed a bounty of 30 
shillings per ton for each voyage on 
the vessels so employed; and to induce 
mariners to engage in it as an occu- 
pation it was enacted “that no 
harpooner, line manager, boat-steerer, 
or seaman in that service should be 
| impressed into‘the naval service.” This 
|promised immunity from the odious 
tryanny of the press-gang not serving 
to attract men to the business, the 
bounty was increased to £2 pef ton, and 
foreigners were invited fo do for Eng- 
.|land what her ewn seamen failed to 
do. The following was enacted: For- 
eigen Protestants who shall serve three 
years on board British whale-fishing 
ships, and shall take the usual quali- 
fication oaths, shall be deemed natu- 
ja ant subjects of Great Britain to’ 








all intents and purposes, as far as 

other foreign Protestants can so be.” 

- About this the hand of the American 

whaleman began to make itself felt in 

the markets of the world. The first 

*| person who is recorded to have killed 

‘a whale in New Engiand was one Wil- 

iam Hamilton, somewhere between’ 
1660 and 1670. From that time on shore ~ 
‘whaling was one of the industries of 

the New England coast, reaching its, 
height in 1726, when 86 whales were 

taken, eleven in one day. j 

“As early as 1700 they began to fit 

‘out vessels from Cape Cod and Nan- 

tucket to “whale out in the deep for| 
‘sperm whales.” In 1761 Nantucket’ 
‘alone employed ten vessels of 100 tons | 
each; in 1763, 80 vessels. By the year 
1771, New England was fishing in both 

the North and South Atlantic Oceans, | 
commanding the admiration of the 
world and eulogized by the  highgst' 
‘eloquence of the, British parliament. | 
Stimulated by her success, both France 
and Great Britain entered anew into 
this lucrative business. Louis XVI 
personally fitted out’ six ships from 
‘Dunkirk, in 1784, which were furnished 


G arpooners» and seamen from 
Mhntuckét When the . Legh ik 
broke out, the New England whale 
trade suffered heavily, Naptockss aoe 

lost by capture 134 vessels, while é 
entire loss is reckoned at 150 ‘pee 
Great numbers of young an ae y 
seamen Pee in the prison-ships 

| of the English. 

Prostrated by these losses, the New 
England whale fishery had hardly he 
covered its former prosperity be e 
war of 1812 again proke it up. But up- 
on the restoration of peace its bs tail 
was rapid, and in 1857 the whaling 
fleet of the United States — 
pbered 670 vessels, gave ys Oo 
18,000 men and represented capital in- 
| ested to the amount of $22,000,000. The 
‘sails of our whale men whitened every 
sea, and the fleets of England, Hol- 
land and France had passed from the 
oe the civil war came, bringing 
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ruin to an industry that had already 

begun to wane a little. It brought with 

it an opportunity to England- which 

she was swift to accept, am she 

launched and armed the Shenandoah, 

which, cruising in the whaling grounds 

of the Arctic Ocean,, destroyed by fire 

34 American whalers, regardless of the 
announeement that the war of the 

rebellion was ended. Our shipping has 

never recovered from the blow it then 

received. pre a 

Far more disastrous to the whaling | 

industry, however, than any pri- 

vateeering of the British was the dis- «+ 

covery of petroleum and its general 

adoption in the place of sperm oil. 

Kerosene was the deadlier enemy that - 

our whale fisheries ever met, and it 

was widened until it became not only 

a lighting but also a lubricating me- 

dium, the demand for sperm oil de- 

creased? Whalebone is always in de- 

mand, but a great variety of wire and 

celluloid substitutes are employed by 
dressmakers today in its stead. 

Whether the demand limits: the sup- 

ply or the supply the demand is not 

clear. But whalebone is expensive, and af had 
its cost seems to be constantly on the “is 
increase. However, hunting whales for 
their whalebone—which by the way, is 
not bone at all, in the common accept- 
ation of the word—does not pay, and = | 

as the chief use of whale oil is the lu- 
bricating of certain kinds of ene see 
ry, for which the demand is‘ limited, er 
comparatiyely few merchants think 
it worth their while tovequip vessels 
for the capture of the monster mam-" ~ \ 
mal. What whalers there are at pres- 
|ent in commission are steam launches. _ eh 
|The golden days of sailing vessels, or, i. 
with all the romance that goes with “4 
them and is utterly incompatible with __ 
and impossible to the modern steamer, 

have arp ti away, — with them, per-. i 
haps forever, the American whaling wes 
industry. Pala air i $525 : ‘ 






isseau it was given tosee | 
1d the-decline of our com- — 
1, she) was one of 
ne oldest—vessel in 
time she was broken f a ie 









prince, and in her youth saile mah HG 
'full-rigged ship. It was about a year 
after the death of Girard, when his es- = 
ltate was being settled, that George 
Howland, Jr., of New Bedford went on ) 4 
to Philadelphia to purchase for his 
father this famous ship. The Howlands _ 
at that time were looked upon as the — 
kings in the whaling industry, and to 
sail for George Howland was afeather ~~ 
in the cap of any young whaleman ~ ne 
bent on following the seas in that ca- — 
pacity. * tm 
| This was in 1834, and immediately — 
upon her arrival at New Bedford, she ~ 
was fitted as a whaleship, and up to | 
1888 was employed continuously in the ~— 
whale industry. In turning over the 
leaves of the Merchants’ Magazine for 
1843, when we recently saw the names of . 
the Rousseau, the Desdemona, her 
companion’ vessel, and the George How- 
land, among the 240 whalers sailing f 
from the port of New Bedford in that = = | 
year. Probably not a vesselof them all zs 
is now afloat. As forthe Rousseau,she = =, 
is being made imto walking sticks and , 
‘picture frames, paper cutters, rulers, a 
| and other decorative articles; the tim- | 
\ber that is not good for these purposes _ 76) 


is sawed into short lengths and sold in 








‘as driftwood. To what base uses we = § \, 
may return, Horatio! eT aNrs eI 
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